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Student Council Meeting (Dewsbury Centre)
Minutes of a meeting held on 02nd April 2014 at 12:00-2:00pm in the Main Hall
Present: 
Sophie-Violet Harrow (Enrichment Officer), Alison Newbery (Governor), Chantal Robinson, David Ponniser, Kyle Briggs, Richard Fisher, Ben Grayson, Matty Watson, Maariyah Patel, Sonia Craske, Charlotte Birbeck, Conor Stone
	
	
	Action

	1
2
	Matters Arising

Following the discussion of lanyards, students also wanted to know if they could have different colour lanyards for reps? Students would like course details on their student cards so that they can access student discount in certain shops. 
College Business
Discussion around food – students feel that it is too expensive & they need more options especially as the café upstairs has closed. The refectory doesn’t provide a large range of options and food options tend to stay the same throughout the week.

Students reported that they would like lockers so they don’t have to carry books back and forth from home, it was also mentioned that other departments sometimes have lockers so they feel it is unfair that they are not offered to everyone. 
Air conditioning is poor; students sometimes find it hard to breathe due to stuffiness and also the water fountains rarely work properly, the amenities in Dewsbury could be improved, students would like to see more facilities and effective use of space by putting break out areas in unused spaces in the refectory etc. 
Students on Foundation learning courses feel like there should be more support staff and security guards. 
Construction students are often segregated and need to integrate more into the cross college environment; they are often excluded from shared areas within the college and reportedly sometimes stopped from using the toilets in other department areas. 

Discussion about students getting bus passes and bursaries, they feel that all students should be entitled to a free or discounted buss pass and there is some confusion over why some students get bursaries and others do not. 
Reports of bullying from three students in foundation learning, it is thought that the consistency in the disciplinary process could do with improvements – reports that on some occasions they will be disciplined and on others they won’t be. Students feel that parents should have more involvement in disciplinary actions or also brought in to support students who feel they are victims of bullying. 
Conclusions: SVH: Discussion with students around safeguarding, students were told to go to their LSA, progress coach, support worker or tutor to report any kind of bullying or intimidation, long discussion was held around zero tolerance and being sure to report anything that made students feel scared, intimidated or vulnerable. 

	To be discussed with SMT. 
Students have been advised to ask student finance about bursaries.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	3
	Educational Matters:
Students would like glue sticks and scissors in Classrooms, they don’t usually have these resources available even when they are necessary to carry out the work.
Bullying in classrooms is not always managed effectively; students feel that more parental involvement would be beneficial – Discussed already – signposted to LSA/Progress coach. Emphasis on making sure the students reported it immediately so that it can be dealt with effectively. 
There have been a few classroom changes recently – students are asking why? And reporting that they have recently changed rooms 2-3 times within one lesson, this can disrupt the class and they can find it difficult to settle into the lesson with this type of disruption. 
	

	
	
	

	4

	Union Matters:
Drop ins in Dewsbury are needed

SVH delivered updates from the students’ union officer team in their absence. 

	SVH to begin drop in sessions in DC after the half term.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting: 12th June (DC) 12-2pm. Main Hall
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