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Student Council Meeting (Huddersfield Centre)
Minutes of a meeting held on 19th Feb 2014 at 12:00-2:00pm in B-1001
Present: 
Tracey Morris (President of SU), James Stocks (VP), Omer Mannan (VP), Scott Brodie (Student Councillor – Engineering & VP), Sophie-Violet Harrow (Enrichment Officer), Alison Newbery (Governor), Chris Wilson (Sustrans), Huw Thomas (Director of student support), Shabaz Hussain (Students with a disability forum chair), Teah Murray, Giles Pruvost, Muhammad Tahir, Matthew Stephen, David Kershaw, Wesley Crowther (E&D Ambassador), Bradley Markwell, Shannon Crawshaw-Bowen (FE Officer), Justine Edwards Pollard (FE Ambassador), Rachel Batty (FE Ambassador), Neil Johnson (Student Councillor –ICT & Mature Students Officer), Alex Neale (Student Councillor – Construction & Mature Student Ambassador), Grant Wilkinson (Student Councillor – Childcare), Sleman Shwaish (Student Councillor – ESOL), 
Zarina Shawkat (Student Councillor – Childcare), Kameela Younas (Student Councillor – Health & Social Care), Rabeeah Arshad, Sanah Hussain, 
	
	
	Action

	1
	Introductions:

Alison Newbery: Governor of the college helps to set strategic objectives for the college and keeps everything on track. 
Chris Wilson: Sustainable Transport project officer. 

Huw Thomas: Director of student and learning services 

HT: Do we need lanyards? Would having your card in a purse or wallet would make it less easy to forget? We need commitment from the council that if we got rid of the lanyards, we would be able to ask for proof of ID at any time and disciplinary action would be taken if students could not produce ID on request. 

Council: As long as we have ID somewhere on our person, we don’t need lanyards. If we attach lanyards to our clothes/jeans it’s easier to get in and out than if it’s around your neck and you can still see it but would currently still mean a disciplinary for not wearing it properly, if we have it on us then it should be fine.

HT: We want to avoid sending people home because they don’t have lanyards when they do have their ID cards. 
Council: When we have our card but don’t have the lanyard we get sent home, but some people live over an hour away so by the time they’ve got home and back again they’ve missed most of the day or they don’t come back at all. People are missing college for no reason. If we have cards but no lanyards then it shouldn’t be an issue. 

All security should be at similar levels for each site. 

HT: Due to budgets we can’t do everything at every site at the same time, it may be that we ask students as Dewsbury to continue wearing their lanyards as the security is not the same there. We need to make appropriate adjustments that will work individually at each site. 

Council: Agree that at the waterfront lanyards are not necessary.  
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	Alison Newbery: brief overview of her role as a Governor: Some issues are referred to the Governing body, when the formal system doesn’t work, we have a right to appeal to the Governors – Alison is the chair of Quality, performance and standards and looks at success rates in terms of college development and strategy.  Would anyone mind if Alison stays for the duration? 

Council: Alison is welcome to stay. ( 
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	Chris Wilson: Sustrans is a national charity that works on initiatives to get people to become more active and also develops traffic free routes. 
Focus Group: What would students like in terms of activities that will make them more active? 

Discussion topics: 

· Travel into college 

· Peddle yourself a smoothy

· Bike maintenance sessions

· Rides & Walks – Canal towpath 

· Geocashing

· Canal operation & keeping them open

· Info & discounts

· Route planning 

· Bike clubs

· Days out

· Bike hire

· Camping

Council: Enthusiastic about all aspects of this – definitely something to move forward with. 
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	General Issues:

Air conditioning: The air con goes from very hot to very cold in the IT department. AN: That’s an issue with the building in general but we’re on to it and hopefully it will be sorted soon. 

Benches at Engineering & Brunel: We could manufacture benches but Brunel is split down the middle with having a football pitch or getting a smoking shelter. There isn’t any smoking on the premises so students want a shelter but no smokers want a football pitch, there isn’t enough money for both. 

Lockers: We want lockers at the waterfront. We don’t mind paying to have one for the year but we want to be able to leave our things here so each dept. should have lockers. 
Mirrors: too high in the childcare toilets, can’t see. Could we have them lowered please? 
Seating & LRC: We need more seats! Especially in corridors and break out areas, the LRC doesn’t open til 8:45am so if we get into college early we have to sit on the floor in corridors. We need the LRC open from 8:15am particularly around exam times. 
Respect, litter & smoking around College:
We should have litter picking as a way to stop people littering, if you get caught then you should have to do college community service. There’s chewing gum everywhere in college, we should have gum boards to stop people from throwing it on the floor or sticking it in places.  

SU space – chill out zones:
We need a students’ union space like we had with the lounge. There’s nowhere to chill out at break or lunch and sometimes we get told off for wandering about but there’s nowhere to go so what are we supposed to do?

Any other business:

The water fountains don’t work at all – especially the one outside the LRC. 

There aren’t enough halal food options. 

We need more support in class. 


	Same issues arising from Student Council in Dewsbury so we need to look into it.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting: 25th March (Waterfront) 2-4pm. 
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